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Section 1 – General provisions

Art. 1.1 – applicability of the rules

These rules apply to the master’s programmes within the life sciences of the master’s degrees Biological Sciences, Biomedical Sciences, Chemical Sciences and Pharmaceutical Sciences, hereinafter referred to as the master’s degrees. The master’s degrees are provided by the Graduate School of Life Sciences within the faculties of Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and Science (departments of Biological, Chemical and Pharmaceutical Sciences), hereinafter referred to as the school.
Art. 1.2 – definition of terms

In these rules, the following terms have the following meanings:

a. the Act: the Higher Education and Research Act (Wet op het hoger onderwijs en wetenschappelijk onderzoek);

b. student: anyone who is registered at the university to take courses and/or sit interim examinations and the final examinations of the master’s degree;

c. component: a unit of the master’s programme, within the meaning of the Act;

d. test: interim examination within the meaning of art. 7.10 of the Act;

e. practical work: participation in practical training or other learning activity aimed at acquiring certain skills, such as:

· writing a thesis,

· doing a project or creating a technological design, 

· carrying out a research assignment,

· participating in fieldwork or in an excursion, or

· completing a traineeship.

f. examination: the final examination of the programme;

g. Academic Calendar: the structure of the academic year as set out by the board of the university;

h. semester: part of the academic year, the starting and ending dates of which are set out in the Academic Calendar;
i. credit: the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) is used for measuring of the study load of a component;
j. dean: the head of the board of deans;
k. Institute: responsible unit for a certain master degree
l. master’s programme: specific programme within a master’s degree;

m. programme leaders: by the dean appointed person(s) responsible for the contents of the master’s programme;

n. programme committee: members from the academic staff engaged in teaching within the master’s programme and dealing with the contents of the master’s programme;
o. programme coordinator: member of the programme committee who is the liaison between the programme committee and the student.
The other terms have the meanings ascribed to them by the Act.

Art. 1.3 – aim of the master’s degree
The master’s degrees aim to:

· provide specialized knowledge, skills and insights within the field of life sciences,
· prepare the student for a career as a researcher, manager and/or teacher in (parts of the) field of life sciences,

and

· prepare the student for a PhD programme in the field of life sciences.
Art. 1.4 – attendance mode

The master’s degrees Biological Sciences, Biomedical Sciences and Chemical Sciences are offered full-time. The master’s degree Pharmaceutical Sciences is offered full-time as well as part-time.
Art. 1.5 – language

All elements of the master’s degrees (including courses, reports, assessments, examinations, etc.) are in English.
Section 2 – Programme structure

Art. 2.1 – academic load

The credit load for the master’s degrees is 120 credits, whereby one credit is equivalent to 28 hours of study.
Art. 2.2 – master’s programmes
1. The master’s degree Biological Sciences encompasses the following master’s programmes:
· Animal Biology, which prepares the student for conducting research in the field of biological processes in animals, from the molecular till the ecological level;
· Plant Biology, which prepares the student for conducting molecular and/or ecological research on plants, plant communities and ecosystems;
· Theoretical Biology and Bioinformatics, which prepares the student for conducting research in the field of informatic processes in biotic systems.
2. The master’s degree Biomedical Sciences encompasses the following master’s programmes:

· Biology of Disease, which prepares the student for conducting research in a clinical or biomedical field to gain insight into mechanisms of disease;

· Biomedical Image Sciences, which prepares the student for conducting multidisciplinary research in the field of bio-informatics, medical imaging and -processing;

· Bioveterinary Sciences, which prepares the student for conducting multidisciplinary research in a fundamental or clinical field in a bioveterinary setting;

· Cancer Genomics and Developmental Biology, which trains students in conducting research in the field of developmental biology, molecular oncology, signal transduction, stem cell technology and molecular genetics;

· Epidemiology, which prepares the student for conducting research in the field of qualitative analysis and evaluation of occurrence relations in human or veterinary medicine;

· Immunity and Infection, which prepares the student for conducting research in the field of fundamental and clinical immunology, prevention, diagnosis and treatment of infectious diseases and disorders of immunity;

· Neuroscience and Cognition, which prepares the student for conducting interdisciplinary research in the field of (patho)physiology of the nervous system and cognition in humans and experimental animals;

· Toxicology and Environmental Health, which prepares the student for conducting research in the field of risk assessment of chemical, physical and biological agents on humans, animals and environment.
3. The master’s degree Chemical Sciences encompasses the following master’s programme:

· Biomolecular Sciences, which prepares the student for conducting interdisciplinary research in the field of biological processes on a molecular level.
4. The master’s degree Pharmaceutical Sciences encompasses the following master’s programme:

· Drug Innovation, which prepares the student for conducting interdisciplinary research in the field of innovation of drugs, vaccines, monoclonal antibodies, diagnostics and gene therapeutics.
Art. 2.3 – composition of the master’s programmes
1. The master’s programmes include theoretical components with a credit load of at least 26 credits.

2. In addition, the master’s programmes encompass the following required components, the credit load of which has been specified:

(A): a major research project with a credit load of at least 50 credits;
(B): a minor research project / internship with a credit load of at least 25 credits;
3. Further information about the required components of the master’s degree is given in the annex under 1.
4. The study guide of the master’s programmes set out the contents of the required components as well as the teaching and learning modes. It also specifies the previous knowledge needed to successfully complete the component concerned.
Art. 2.4 – elective components

1. Subject to the approval of the board of examiners, the student selects one or more components with a total credit load equal to the difference between the entire programme’s credit load (120 credits) and the credit load of the required components referred to in the annex under 1.
2. The elective components can consist of extra components of the chosen master’s degree and/or components of other university master’s degrees.
3. If a student has a deficiency at the start of a master’s programme, he/she must use (part of the) elective period to repair this deficiency.
Art. 2.5 – participation
The number of students allowed to enter the master’s programmes referred to in the annex under 2
 will never exceed the highest number of students indicated.
Section 3 – Assessment 

Art. 3.1 – general

1. Assessment tells the student if he/she will achieve or has achieved the component’s exit qualifications. On the basis of his/her results, the institute will provide advice on the continuation of studies. 

2. Tests are marked either as satisfactory or unsatisfactory, expressed in numbers: 6 or higher and 5 or lower, respectively. Unsatisfactory marks are expressed only in whole numbers, satisfactory marks in whole or half numbers.

3. If the student has made every effort to successfully complete a component, but has not received a satisfactory mark, he/she will be given the opportunity to take an additional or substitute test or fulfil an extra assignment.
Art. 3.2 – required sequence of components

The required sequence of components within a master’s programme is determined by the programme coordinator.

Art. 3.3 – assessment: research project

For the final assessment of a research project, the supervisor in question and another expert
 include the assessment of the report and the presentation at the end of the research project.
Art. 3.4 – modes of assessment 

1. The final assessment of a component will take place in the following manner:

· the assessment of a theoretical component will take place in the manner stated in the study guide of the master’s programmes;
· a master thesis is assessed by the supervisor in question and another expert;

· a graduation presentation is assessed by the supervisor in question and another expert
.
2. Every effort will be made to adapt the course work and tests of students with functional disabilities to their individual disabilities. If necessary, the board of examiners will obtain expert advice before taking their decision.

3. At a student’s request, the board of examiners may give permission for a test to be administered otherwise than as stipulated in the first paragraph.
Art. 3.5 – oral testing

1. Only one person at a time may be tested orally, unless the board of examiners decides otherwise.

2. Oral tests will be administered in public, unless the board of examiners or the examiner in question decides otherwise, or the student objects to this.

Art. 3.6 – time limit for marking tests

1. The examiner determines the mark immediately after administering the oral test, and provide the student with a written copy of the mark achieved.
2. The examiner must mark a (written) test within 10 working days of the date on which it was administered, and supply the administration of the institute with the information necessary to issue the student written or electronic proof of his/her mark.

3. The written copy of the mark achieved informs the student of the right of inspection referred to in art. 3.8.

Art. 3.7 – period of validity

Components which have been passed have unlimited validity. In departure from this provision, the board of examiners may impose an additional or substitute test in respect of a component which was passed more than five years ago.
Art. 3.8 – right of inspection

1. For at least thirty days after the announcement of the result of a written test, the student will be allowed to inspect his/her marked work upon request.
2. During the period referred to in the first paragraph, any student may inspect the questions and assignments of the test concerned, as well as, if possible, the standards on which the mark was based.
Art. 3.9 – exemption 

At the student’s request, the board of examiners may, after consulting the examiner in question, grant the student exemption from a programme component if he/she:

a. has completed an equivalent component of a university or higher professional master’s master’s programme; or

b. has demonstrated through work or professional experience that he/she has sufficient knowledge and skills in relation to that component.

Art. 3.10 – examination

1. The board of examiners will determine the examination result as soon as the student has submitted sufficient proof of the tests taken. 

2. Prior to determining the examination result, the board of examiners may examine the student’s knowledge of one or more components or aspects of the master’s programme, if and in so far as the results of the relevant tests give them reason to do so.

Art. 3.11 – degree

1. The Master of Science degree will be awarded to the student who passes the examination.

2. The degree awarded will be noted on the examination certificate.

3. On the examination certificate will also be mentioned the master’s degree and the master’s programme that are applicable.
4. As a supplement to the degree certificate the institute will provide a course and grade list of all programme components.
Art. 3.12 – conferring the qualification ‘cum laude’

The master’s degree may be awarded with the qualification ‘cum laude’, if the student meets the following requirements:
a. the mark for the major research project has to be 8,5 or higher;

b. the mark for the minor research project / internship has to be 8 or higher;

c. the average of the total of the marks (for research projects, internships, thesis, courses, optional components) have to be 8 or higher.
If the master’s degree is conferred ‘cum laude’, the qualification ‘cum laude’ will be noted on the degree certificate.
Art. 3.13 – fraud and plagiarism
NB goed op engels letten
1. Fraud and plagiarism result when certain conduct or misconduct of a student partially or completely prevent the appropriate assessment of his knowledge and skills.

2. a. 
In case of the suspicion of fraud, the examiner informs the board of examiners in writing. 

b. In case of the suspicion of plagiarism, the examiner::
- informs the student in writing;
- allows the student a written rebuttal;
- sends the documents and proof to the board of examiners.

c. The board of examiners invites the student for a hearing. 
3. The board of examiners rules on the occurrence of fraud or plagiarism and sends the decision in writing to the student, as well as the consequences, as described in paragraph 4, while mentioning the right to file an appeal with the Examination Appeals Board. 

4. In case of fraud and plagiarism, the board of examiners issue the following sanctions:
a. in all cases:
- no credit is given for the assignment involving the violation;
- a report is filed in the student’s record. 
b. In some cases, depending on the nature and severity of the violation, and the study progress of the student, one or more of the following additional consequences are carried out:
- failure in the course;
- expulsion from cum laude qualifications;
- expulsion from taking exams in the same course for the remainder of the academic year of for 12 months;  
- expulsion from taking any exam for 12 months.  
c. in case of second violation, the maximal consequence is:
- expulsion from taking any exam for 12 months and advice to leave the programme.

Section 4 – Admission 

Art. 4.1 – requirements for admission to the master’s degree
1. The holder of a Dutch or foreign higher education degree who demonstrates knowledge, insights and skills in the field of life sciences on a level equal to the Dutch universitary bachelor’s degree programme Biological, Biomedical, Chemical or Pharmaceutical Sciences can be admitted to a master’s degree Biological, Biomedical, Chemical or Pharmaceutical Sciences, respectively.
2. The holder of a degree of the bachelor’s degree programme Biological, Biomedical, Chemical or Pharmaceutical Sciences of Utrecht University is assumed to have gained the knowledge, insights, and skills referred to in the first paragraph, and is for that reason admitted to the corresponding master’s degree. 
Art. 4.2 – admission to the master’s programmes
In addition to the provisions of art. 4.1, the requirements for admission to the master’s programmes within the master’s degree are:
· Animal Biology: the student must have knowledge of cell biology, zoology and physical processes in animals;
· Biology of Disease: the student must have knowledge of pathology and (patho)physiology;
· Biomedical Image Sciences: the student must have knowledge and skills of mathematics and informatics;

· Biomolecular Sciences: the student must have knowledge of structural and molecular biology;
· Bioveterinary Sciences: the student must have knowledge of cell biology, biochemistry, (patho)physiology and anatomy;

· Cancer Genomics and Developmental Biology: no specific foreknowledge is required;

· Drug Innovation: the student must have knowledge of pharmacology, anatomy, (patho)physiology, biochemistry, cell biology and organic chemistry;

· Epidemiology: the student must have knowledge of medical terms;

· Immunity and Infection: the student must have knowledge of immunology and microbiology;

· Neuroscience and Cognition: the student must have knowledge of neuroscience and/or cognition;

· Plant Biology: the student must have knowledge of ecological, physiological, or molecular aspects of plant biology;

· Theoretical Biology and Bioinformatics: the student must have knowledge of biological sciences and/or exact sciences and bioinformatics.
· Toxicology and Environmental Health: the student must have knowledge of toxicology, epidemiology and chemistry. Knowledge of statistics in biomedical research is advised.
Art. 4.3 – admissions committee

1. Admission decisions are made by the programme’s admissions committee. The committee is comprised of:

· the director of the master’s degree;

· the chairman of the board of examiners;
· a member appointed from among the academic staff engaged in teaching within the master’s degree.

2. The student adviser for the programme is appointed advisory member and secretary.
3. The coordinator of the corresponding bachelor’s degree programme will advise if necessary.

4. The admissions committee will decide after advice of the programme committee.
5. The committee members are appointed by the dean on recommendation by the board of the institute.

Art. 4.4 – admission review: criteria

1. In order to determine eligibility for admission to the master’s degree, as referred to in art. 4.1, first paragraph, the admissions committee will carefully consider and evaluate the knowledge, insights and skills of the applicant. The committee may request experts within or outside the university to assess the applicant’s knowledge, insights and skills in particular areas, in addition to a review of written documents of qualifications gained. 

2. In order to determine eligibility for admission to a master’s programme within the master’s degree, the admissions committee will check if the applicant fulfils or will fulfil the requirements referred to in art. 4.2 before the established deadline date. In its evaluation the committee will consider the applicant’s motivation and ambition with respect to the master’s programme in question, as well as the applicant’s command of the language in which the master’s programme is conducted.
Art. 4.5 – admission review: deadline dates, admission notice 

1. The admission review referred to in art. 4.4 is conducted twice a year: in the first and in the second semester, as set out in the Academic Calendar.
2. A request for admission to the master’s degree and a particular master’s programme is submitted to the admissions committee before 15 April and 15 October, respectively.

3. In special cases, the admissions committee may consider requests submitted after the deadline dates referred to in the second paragraph. 

4. The admissions committee will make an admission decision before 1 June and 15 December, respectively. Admission will be granted on the condition that by the starting date of the master’s programme the applicant will have satisfied the knowledge and skills requirements referred to in art. 4.4, as evidenced by qualifications obtained.    

5. The applicant will receive written notification whether he/she has been admitted to the master’s degree and a particular master’s programme.

Art. 4.6 – provisional admission

1. At the request of an applicant preparing for the examination of the bachelor’s degree programme referred to in art. 4.1, second paragraph, the admissions committee may grant him/her provisional admission to the master’s degree, provided that:

1) he/she has successfully completed the required components of the major; and

2) the credit of the bachelor’s degree programme components he/she needs to complete does not exceed 15 credit points.

2. The student needs to successfully complete within six months
 the remaining bachelor’s degree programme components as referred to in the first paragraph. In that case, provisional admission status will be converted into full admission status pursuant to art. 4.1.

3. If the student fails to meet the requirement referred to in the second paragraph, the provisional admission status is cancelled and the applicant is not allowed to pursue the master’s degree
.

Section 5 – Student progress and counselling   

Art. 5.1 – student academic records

1. The institute records individual student results.

2. Students have insight into their results at all times via OSIRIS-online.
Art. 5.2 – study counselling
1. Within the context of the admissions procedure the programme coordinator and the student will complete an individual study plan.
2. The programme leader is responsible for providing an orientation programme for the student commencing his/her studies.
3. The programme leader is responsible for providing adequate counseling to the student during his/her studies, in particular when the chosen master’s programme needs to be adjusted to meet the requirements for entry into a PhD programme or a non-academic career. 

4. The institute will provide personal guidance by an independent study advisor.
Section 6 – Transitional and final provisions

Art. 6.1 – ‘old style’ interim and final examinations

For students who are registered for a ‘doctoraal’ (initial degree) programme, the relevant education and examination regulations will remain in force. For specific information, see the annex under 3.
Art. 6.2 – transition from ‘old style’ to ‘new style’
1. In departure from the provisions of art. 4.1 and 4.2, the student who has successfully completed the requirements of the foundation year (‘propedeutisch examen’) and the components of the ‘doctoraal’ programme with a credit load of 120 credits (ECTS) may request admission to the corresponding master’s programme.
2. If the admissions committee grants the request, it may decide to exempt the student from certain components.
Art. 6.3 – amendments

1. Amendments to these rules will be laid down by the dean after consulting the board of the institute and after they have been approved by the faculty council or programme council, in a separate resolution.

2. An amendment to these rules is not to be applied to the current academic year, unless it is reasonable to assume that it will not harm the interests of the students.

3. Furthermore, with respect to the students an amendment may not have an adverse effect on:

· approval granted pursuant to art. 2.3;

· any other decision taken pursuant to these rules by the board of examiners in relation to a student.

Art. 6.4 – publication

1. The dean is responsible for proper publication of these rules, the rules and guidelines established by the board of examiners and each amendment to these documents, for instance by including them in the Programme Statute.

2. Any interested party may obtain from the institute a copy of the documents referred to in the first paragraph.

Art. 6.5 – effective date

These Education and Examination Regulations take effect on 1 September 2006, and replace the Education and Examination Regulations of the academic year 2005-2006. These regulations apply to the students that are registered for the master’s degree Biological Sciences, including students
 that are transferred from the ‘doctoraal’ programme Biology.
o – o – o

Annex
1. Composition of the master’s programmes (art. 2.3 and 2.4)
1a. Master’s programmes:
· Biology of Disease
· Bioveterinary Sciences
· Cancer Genomics and Developmental Biology
· Drug Innovation

· Immunity and Infection
· Neuroscience and Cognition
· Toxicology and Environmental Health

component:




credits:

Major research project



51

Minor research project



33
Theoretical courses



15
ABC-seminars (10)



2
Master thesis




9
Graduation presentation


1
1b. Master’s programme Biomedical Image Sciences

component:




credits:
Research project



51
Theoretical courses



45
ABC-seminars (5) / IMAGO-seminars (5)
2
Master thesis




9
Graduation presentation


1
1c. Master’s programme Epidemiology

component:




credits:
Research project



69
Theoretical courses



30
ABC-seminars (10)



2
Master thesis




9
Graduation presentation


1
1d. Master’s programme Biomolecular Sciences

component:




credits:
Major research project



51

Minor research project



33

Theoretical courses



16
ABC-seminars (10)



2

Master thesis




9

1e. Master’s programme Animal biology

component:




credits:
Major research project



60
Minor research project



30
Research related theoretical components
9

Theoretical classes



13.5

Theoretical courses



1,5
1f. Master’s programme Plant Biology

component:




credits:
Major research project



50
Minor research project



25
Research related theoretical components
15

Theoretical courses



15
1g. Master’s programme Theoretical biology and bioinformatics
component:




credits:

Major research project



50
Minor research project



30
Theoretical courses



25
2. Participation (art. 2.5)
master’s programme:




max. capacity
Animal Biology





-

Biology of Disease




?
Biomedical Image Sciences



?
Biomolecular Sciences




?
Bioveterinary Sciences




?
Cancer Genomics and Developmental Biology

30
Drug Innovation




50
Epidemiology





?
Immunity and Infection



?
Neuroscience and Cognition



40
Plant Biology





-

Theoretical biology and bioinformatics


-

Toxicology and Environmental Health


25
3. ‘old style’ interim and final examinations (art. 6
.1)

For students who are registered for the ‘doctoraal’ (initial degree) programme Biomedical Sciences, the relevant education and examination regulations most recently amended on 1 september 2001, will remain in force, under the following conditions:

a. the interim examinations of the ‘doctoraal’ programme will not be held anymore;

b. the director of the master’s degree may decide that the courses and interim examination for one or more specific components will be replaced by the equivalent courses of the master’s degree, provided this does not increase the student's credit load;
c. until 31 august 2007, those who have successfully completed the requirements of the foundation year (‘propedeutisch examen’), will be offered the opportunity to take the final examination of the ‘doctoraal’ (initial degree) programme.
�Niet van toepassing voor biologie, maar kan wel gehandhaafd blijven


�Dit artikel kan bijgevoegd oprden onder art 3.4 deel 1.


�Zou ook hoofd sectie kunnen zijn of extrene stage begekeider


�Eruit?


�Bij biologie 12 maanden


�Student kan niet worden uitgeschreven maar heeft geen recht op onderwijs


�Dit moet eruit, maar BMW wil het voor hun opleiding erin houden.


�Moet eruit voor biologie


�Annex3 vboor biologie eruit
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